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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments
Minor REVISION comments The summary is sufficiently informative, however it isvery extensive, it is recommended to make it shorter.I believe that the words leaf area and stem diameter addsnothing to the key words. I suggest deleting it orreplacing it with another.Materials and methods. It does not specify in what yearexperiments are developed.It uses tables that are relevant, which should exploitmore.It suggests updating references. The document uses 17references, 7 corresponds to the years 2007-2013; 10-theyears 1983-2006. It is suggested that I expanded thissection with literature most recently to strengthen itsargument.

We considered the abstract and implore thereviewer to allow us leave the abstract in itspresent state. Since everything we wrote wasvery important in the abstractStem diameters and leaf area were removedfrom keywords and replaced with growthparameters and semi-arid zone.The year of experiment has been included in theexperimental set up sub-section.The references have been updated with recentreferences. We however left two old references(2002 and 2006) that we considered veryimportant to this research.
Optional/General comments


